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excellencies :^ and, it is hoped, for the sake of the doctrine designed to be inculcated by it, that it will.
She had a pious, a well-read, a not meanly-descended woman for her nurse, who with her milk, as Mrs. Harlowe says,* gave her that nurture which no other nurse could give her. She was very early happy in the conversation-visits of her learned and worthy Dr. Lewen, and in her correspondencies, not with him only, but with other divines mentioned in her last will. Her mother was, upon the whole, a good woman, who did credit to her birth and fortune; and both delighted in her for those improvements and attainments which gave her, and them In her, a distinction that caused it to be said, that when she was out of the family it was considered but as a common family.! She was, moreover, a country lady; and, as we have seen in Miss IJowe's character of hei'4 took great delight in rural and household employments; though qualified to adorn the brightest circle.
It must be confessed that we are not to look for Clarissa's among the constant frequenters of Ranelagh and Vauxhall, nor among those who may be called Daughters of the card-table. If we do, the character of our heroine may then, indeed, only be justly thought not improbable, but unattainable. But we have neither room in this place, nor inclination, to pursue a subject so invidious. We quit it, therefore, after we have repeated that we know there are some, and we hope there are many, in the British dominions, (or they are hardly any where in the European world,) who, as far as occasion has called upon them to exert the like humble
*  See^ol IV. Letter XXVIII.
f See her mother's praises of her to Mrs. Norton, Vol I. Letter XXXIX.
*  See Letter LV. of this volume.